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Region: Initiatives, Policies & Programs
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Fostering policies for clusters development and 
collaboration: FEMISE & ERF

Legal & 
Economic 

Framework

South Med 
Cluster 

Database

Cluster 
Definition & 

Mapping 

E
U

R
O

M
E

D
 
C

L
U

S
T

E
R

S
 
F

O
R

W
A

R
D

  
 
I 

  
3



Mapping South Neighborhood Clusters
Conduct an exhaustive mapping and draft qualified clusters lists in the region:

➢ Unified Cluster Definition and Criteria
➢ Mapping clusters in South Med Region

A cluster is a geographical concentration of interconnected firms and institutions in a particular field. 

Clusters include a set of related industries and other entities important to competition. They can include, for 
example, suppliers of specialized inputs such as components, machinery, and services, as well as providers of 

specialized infrastructure.

Mapping Resources

Literature Review 

THE NEXT SOCIETY 
I-maps

Affiliates 

Criteria

Same Business

Geographical 
Concentration

Reasonable number 
of firms

Management Body

Outcomes

Clusters 

Potential Clusters
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Cluster Categories

Service 
Industries

Tourism

Logistics

Medical

Other Services 
(banking, 

insurance)

Primary & Food 
Industries

Agriculture 
&Food

Marine & 
Seafood 

Traditional 
Clusters  

Leather

Textile

ICT Industries

Tech & 
Software & ICT

Mid / High-
Tech Industries

Energy, Water, 
Environment 
Solutions & 

Services

Automotive & 
Aerospace

Mechanics, 
Mechatronics, 

Microelectronic 
& 

Microelectronic

Creative 
Industries

Furniture & Wood

Fashion & Design

Arts and Crafts

R&D

Handcraft: Jewlery

Marble

Advertising & 
Digital Content
Interior Designs

Habitat
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Cluster Mapping Key Findings
81 Clusters identified clusters in 7 countries as follows: 

8

8

4

3

25

6

27

Source: Author’s calculations
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Snapshots: Clusters in South Med Region by Industry
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Clusters Development in South Med Region: 
Initiatives, Policies & Programs

Morocco
Industrial Moroccan clusters have emerged lately as a result of

The direct results of these policies are:
• Integrated Industrial Platforms (P2I) development. 22 platforms were

created including Technopole of Oujda, the first P2I launched under PENI,
and Atlantic Free Zone (AFZ): the first sectoral P2I.

• Development of 11 Innovative Cluster in Technology, offshore
• Innovation Funding programs for clusters
• Creation of cleantech cluster benefiting from the status of the free zone,

focused on the development mainly in the solar, wind, and energy efficiency
sectors

(Emergence Plan
National Pact for 

Industrial 
Emergence

Industrial 
Acceleration 

Plan)

Morocco 
Innovation 

Strategy 
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Clusters Development in South Med Region: 
Initiatives, Policies & Programs

1

2

3

4

Strategy Study Plan for 
the Horizon 2016

The clustering movement was 
driven in particular by the network 

of competitiveness poles and 
techno poles set up in the early 
2000s when the Strategy Study 

Plan for the Horizon 2016 switched 
to the cluster industrial 

development model

Tunisia 
Technoparks

Created to consolidate
efforts and stimulate 

technological innovation

Development strategy for 
Sfax 2030

The commitment of 
regional actors has 
been decisive in the 

creation of new 
clusters

International 
cooperation  

Cluster cooperation 
between European 

and Tunisian partners
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Clusters Development in South Med Region: 
Initiatives, Policies & Programs

In 2007, Algeria launched the 
National Agency for the 
Promotion and Development 
of Technology Parks (ANPT) 

Consequently, the National Scheme 
of Territory Development (SNAT) was 
launched and introduced the concept 
of competitiveness clusters

Implementation 
business incubators 

Public policies that are implemented 
to promote clusters stem from the 
Industrial Policy in 2007, and the 
National Conference of Industry held 
in February 2007 
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Clusters Development in South Med Region: 
Initiatives, Policies & Programs

• Prior to the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Egyptian 
government had made cluster-based industrialization as the key pillar of 
Egypt’s 2030 sustainable development strategy.

• Several ministries and agencies are working towards production transformation including 
the Egypt Vision 2030 by the Ministry of Planning and Economic Development, the Industry 
and Trade Development Strategy by the Ministry of Trade & Industry.

• The Federation of Egyptian Industries established in 1922 is also amongst 
the prominent consultation bodies, engaged in policy-making processes.

• In 2016, Egypt’s Ministry of Trade and Industry launched the 
Industry and Trade Development Strategy (2016-2020), which 
announced the creation of 22 industrial clusters.

• In 2018, Egypt launched its National Strategy for the Development of Organic Clusters.
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Clusters Development in South Med Region: 
Initiatives, Policies & Programs

Implementation 
business incubators 

Public policies that are implemented 
to promote clusters stem from the 
Industrial Policy in 2007, and the 
National Conference of Industry held 
in February 2007 

In 2015, the national strategy “Jordan 2025 blueprint” was launched, envisioning Jordan as an export-
oriented economy and regional economic gateway to regional markets. The blueprint focuses on
maximizing the benefits of Jordan’s existing free trade agreements and the development of economic
clusters. The clusters are mostly in services, where Jordan’s competitive advantage lies.
The national strategy identified the following clusters as high potential priority clusters for the current
decade:

Construction and 
engineering Tourism and events

Transport and logistics

Healthcare

Life Sciences

Digital and business 
services

Educational Services Financial Services
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Clusters Development in South Med Region: 
Initiatives, Policies & Programs

Implementation 
business incubators 

Cluster development in Palestine is associated with
A. The Private Sector Development Cluster Project (PSDCP)
B. “Creative Mediterranean - Development of cluster in cultural

and creative industries in the Southern Mediterranean”

Cluster policies, programs and initiatives are limited to:
A. National Development Plan (NDP) (2017–2022) highlighting the

importance of clusters in supporting the market and economic
development through the manufacturing, agriculture, and
tourism sectors.

B. Palestine Industrial Cities Incentive Program through The
Palestine Industrial Estate Incentives Programme (PIEIP).
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Clusters Development in South Med Region: 
Initiatives, Policies & Programs

Implementation 
business incubators 

Cluster development in Lebanon is associated with
A. “Creative Mediterranean - Development of cluster in cultural and creative

industries in the Southern Mediterranean”
B. Grants (example EU/ USAID)

Cluster policies, programs, and initiatives are limited to:
A. Lebanon Economic Vision: Lebanon’s Ministry of Industry announced the

consideration of the “smart Lebanon” initiative which concluded with the
importance of clusters in enhancing the country’s competitiveness
across the different key success factors for knowledge activities.

B. Strategic Development Plan for Industrial Zone (2019)
also concluded that a preliminary assessment reveals that physical clusters

could be developed in Tripoli & Greater Beirut
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Preliminary Remarks: 
Economic & Legal Framework of South Med Clusters
➢ Cluster-like organizations are well-rooted in the South Med countries’ economy.

Due to their proximity, rich cultural heritage, and skilled labor force, small, Medium,
and large-scale.

➢ The legal status of clusters in the south Med Region, beyond the physical clusters, is
still not precise.

➢ South Med Countries acknowledge the immense potential contribution of clusters
to economic growth, social equity, and competitiveness.

➢ There is a notable variation in government lead policies, and initiatives targeting
clusters in the South Med region which can be a milestone for Future Arab-Arab
Cooperation in cluster policy design.
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Thank you for your participation!
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